
Locating Grace 

October 9 – November 20, 2022 

 

“Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name” – Jeremiah 14:9 

 Where do we look for and notice God’s grace? We say God is always with us and is 

present in all things, but we don’t always seem to believe it. We locate grace in particular 

places and specific people. We hold some as godlier examples than others. Are we noticing 

God’s presence in every place and person or are we omitting important moments and 

inconvenient witnesses? Can we truly see God’s grace wherever we are?  

 

October 9 – Here and Now 

“Come and see what God has done” – Psalm 66:5 

Psalm 66:1-12; Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

 Jeremiah tells us to seek the welfare of where we are. We are not to keep waiting and 

looking for a better time and a better place, for better people around us. We are to be where 

we are, to locate ourselves exactly where we find ourselves.  

 

October 16 – The Annoyingly Persistent 

“I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” – Genesis 32:26 

Genesis 32:22-31; Luke 18:1-8 

 We often describe calm, patient people as saints. Those who are unruffled by chaos of 

the world seem to be especially righteous, more attuned to God. But in these stories, we hear 

that the widow who will not give up and Jacob who refuses to let go are those we should 

emulate. They are persistent beyond what others find tolerable. They see what they need, 

what justice requires, and refuse to be denied God’s blessing and grace. 



October 23 – Self-Righteous Sinners 

“Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us, and we are called by your name” – Jeremiah 14:9 

Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22; Luke 18:9-14 

 We are preceded and formed in faith by those who know they are faithful and those who 

know they are not. Like all humanity, sometimes they are correct and sometimes they aren’t. 

Sometimes they know themselves well, other times they are blinded. Yet, God is with them if 

only we and they have eyes to see. 

 

October 30 – Collaborators 

“He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” – Luke 19:7 

Isaiah 1:10-18; Luke 19:1-10 

 Our history as Church (that is the universal Church) is full of those who have sought 

power in the world over the power of God, of those who have collaborated with oppressors 

rather than speaking for the oppressed. It is also full of those who have spoken prophetically, 

calling out and calling in, and those who have responded to the good news of God’s grace with 

repentance and hope. 

 

November 6 – Disciples of Christ 

“Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song” – Psalm 149:1 

Psalm 149; Luke 6:20-31 

 Our lives of faith are touched, formed, informed, and modeled upon so many who have 

gone before us and live beside us. They help us to become faithful disciples of Christ. They 

built our church community and encourage us to continue to know God’s grace, to not be 

bound by what has been. Blessed are they who encourage us to follow, who strengthen us 

through difficulty. Praise be to God. 



November 13 – Possibility 

“For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth” – Isaiah 65:17 

Psalm 98; Isaiah 65:17-25 

 God’s grace is most visible in the thriving of all. Isaiah envisions a future where not just 

some, not just the most faithful, but all are able to live fruitful lives. To not fear, but to have 

enough, to live with the enemy because they are enemies no longer. This is the making real of 

God’s dream for us. 

  

November 20 – In the Everyday 

“For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever” – Psalm 100:5 

Psalm 100; Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 God is always present. In the big and the small, in the extraordinary and in the 

everyday. It is easy to lose sight of God’s grace upon us in the everyday, to get so used to the 

gifts that we forget to thank the giver. But we don’t have to keep looking. God’s grace is here, it 

is with us. Always and in all ways. 


